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Our mission: "To promote the appreciation, conservation and restoration of ecosystems, focusing on the
biological diversity of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats, particularly in San Luis Obispo County"

VOLUNTEERSHONORED

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS were given to Joanna Frawley and Barbara Burke at the September
potluck and general meeting for their time, energy and leadership given to Morro Coast Audubon over many

years.

The AUDUBON ACTIVIST AWARD was given to MarlaMorrissey our Conservation Chair for her
endless contributions and especially her efforts toward the protection of the Western Snowy Plover and in

particular the Plover Watch Volunteer Program.

Outstanding Service Award
Barbara Burke

The choice of Barbara Burke as arecipient of the
Award was avery easy one. She has served in many
positionsin the chapter since her arrival in the
Morro Bay areain 1987. She has always been a
person that volunteersto perform any task that needs
to be done. Her first position with the chapter was
that of Corresponding Secretary during the period
1987-1989. In 1991 she volunteered to be Chairman
of the Education Committee. During the three year
period till 1994 she was instrumental in increasing
the number of teachers that used Audubon
Adventuresin their classrooms from 15 to 34, an
increase of over 100%. In thistime frame she also
secured a grant from Pacific Gas and Electric to fund
the writing and implementation of an educational
science program using Sweet Springs as an
instructional aid. Immediately after her
chairmanship of the Education Committee we find
her again at work for the chapter as president elect
for the two year period January 1994 to December
1995. She assumed the position of president in
January 1996, for a period of 18 months until June
of 1997. During this period she was a delegate from
the chapter to The Western Regional Audubon
Chapter Conference and was instrumental in the

organization of the Central Coast Chapter group.
Here she helped in the development of the Central
Coast Birding Trail.

Without taking a break she assumed the position
of co-chairman of the Morro Bay Winter Bird
Festival. She has served in that position
continuously since then and has overseen seven very
successful festivals. She must have found some
spare time beginning in June of 2001 because she
volunteered to be co-president of the chapter. She
served one year thistime, until May of 2002.

Thanks from all of usfor all that you have done
for the chapter. You are aninspiration to all of us.

Outstanding Service Award
Johanna Frawley

Joanna Frawley had been president of the Santa
Monica Bay Audubon Society when she moved here
in 1984. She wasted no time in becoming activein
the Morro Coast Audubon Society. She served as
Vice President for two years from May, 1985, then
President for two years and Past President for two
more. (cont'd next page)



During her tenure as President of MCASin
1987-1989, she served on the Sweet Springs
acquisition committee. The path to Audubon
Overlook from the parking area was paved. We saw
our last rummage sale and our first Support Drive,
dubbed by Nancy Vaughan as “Dollars and Sense”.
The MCAS logo — the Peregrine Falcon head — was
developed. The Breeding Bird Atlas was planned
and begun. Audubon Adventures was first
underwritten by our chapter for the schools. Joanna
attended all of the Audubon conferences, aways
paying her own way.

Later, May, 2001, to April, 2002, she served, as
co-President. She has worked as a primary support
in the background on many projects over the years.

Joanna has also been a significant figure in the
Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival, from itsfirst onein
1997.

We are deeply grateful to Johannafor her
service to the chapter.

Audubon Activist Award
Marla Morrissey

Marla moved to L os Osos with her son in 1992.
They witnessed a Family in a canoe disturb Brant
geese near Sweet Springs, resulting in three of the
birds being shot (during hunting season). Her first
conservation act was to create the original Bird
Friendly Boating signs which help boaters become
aware of how waterfowl may interpret their
recreational activities. (First the waterfow! look-up,
then call to each other, then move away - before
flying off). Marla got the necessary permits for the
signs to be placed at boat ramps.

Marla spent a short time answering the phone
for Pacific Wildlife care, before she embarked on
creating the Morro Estuary Greenbelt Alliance
(MEGA) - anon-profit committed to saving therare
coastal dune habitat of birds, animals, & plants
around Morro Bay. MEGA has been in partnership
with many groups and preserved over 300 acres.

In 1994, her son Keane, found Steelhead trout in
Los Osos Creek, just after the heavy rainfall that
year. She lost nearly an acre of her land to erosion
from a previous owner's recreational vehicle
disturbance of the property. Thisincident lead to the
creation of the Steelhead & Stream Coalition of the
So. Central California Coast.

She has worked actively with the Morro Bay
National Estuary Program (MBNEP) for 5 years
serving as Executive Committee and Implementation
Committee Chair in 2000.

In 2000-2001 she joined the MCAS Board as co-
conservation chair with Gale Kordowski. She felt
Audubon could achieve considerable influence with
well-written letters to our elected representatives.
Marla, Gale, & Carolina Van Stone created the
Photo Essay of the Western Snowy Plover which is
currently at Hearst Castle & online at
westernsnowyplover.org.

She created the first Tri-County 2001 (SLO,
SantaBarbara, & Ventura) Plover forum for the
multiple land managers of plover habitat to meet,
discuss challenges, needs, and to help each other's
management toward plover recovery. Working with
USF&WS and Congresswoman Lois Capps. Marla
conceived aplan for a Central Coast Plover Watch
Volunteer Program & media outreach program &
received a $75,000 grant.

Marla currently represents conservation &
Audubon on the Marine Interest Group (MIG), a
group of stakeholderstrying to protect & enhance
marine resources. Although the group initialy
looked at the option of extending the Monterey
Marine Sanctuary, creating a new sanctuary, or
remains at status quo. Marla, with MIG facilitator
Don Maruska, organized the meeting between
several Cal Poly Professors & fishermen. She feels
continued networking of existing agencies,
researchers, fishermen, and conservationists should
continue until adecision about the sanctuary is
made.

All of Marla's work has involved the actions to
save habitats. Her protective feelings degpened when
she started her family and thought of the future her
children would like to inherit. We all will benefit
from her commitment.
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Y ou generous membersdid It ! We surpassed our goal of $6,000 for the 2003 Support Drive, reaching
$6,767 by September 1 st. Thanks to each of the 136 members who have responded with your dollars to support
this year’s programming needs. We are an active Audubon Chapter and it does take monetary support along with
your generous volunteer spirit to reach our goals each year. This does not mean that you are too late to make your
yearly contribution. It just means that we have reached our goal and believe me more is always appreciated. |If
your name does not appear it will be printed in the next Flyway.

If by any chance your Support Drive letter was misplaced, buried under other "to do items"; or just plain lost,
do not despair, just give Rosalie at 772-1429 a call and she will send areplacement or just send your check to
MCAS at P.O. Box 160, Morro Bay, CA 93443 with a note identifying it as your Support Drive contribution.
Barbara Burke

Contributorsthrough May were printed in the June Flyway, below are the contributor s since then through

Brenda & Richard Allmann
Mary Ann & Jerry Ambrose
John Ashbaugh
SaraBilsten
Sheila Blake
Michael Bondello
Dr & Mrs Joseph Boone
Jean Burnham
Ed & AnitaCarson
Wendi Craig
Frances & John Davidson
Rosemary Donnell
Cheryl A Dove
Woody & Adele Frey
Tom Friedland
Rex & Taffy Gray
Gail & Shirley Green
Beverly Hardy
Judy Iden
Lindsay & Jeff Jackson
Marsha Karl
Raberta Knapp
Hans Koch
Nancy Mann
Jm & Kathy Marrocco
Tom & JoAnne Milburn
Vita & Michael Miller

the end of August

Barbara Nordin
John Perkins
John Pierce
Ted & Bonnie Pope
Virginia& John Rarig
Gloria Rasmussen
Russdll & Caroline Rayburn
David Roark
Don & Cris Rose
Johanna Rubba
Alan & Anna Schmierer
Steve Schubert
Linda Sewell
Marjorie & George Sewell
Georgia & Richard Simpson
Jerry Spruill
Marni Stanfield
Mike Stiles
Bob & Judy Thomas
Ann Travers
Y olanda Waddell
Bonnie & LesWalmsley
Dirk & Bonnie Walters
Albert Warren
Mary & John Whelen
Eric Wier
Norma Wightman



MCAS OFFICERS
President David Roark 595-2462
rockhopper_penguin@yahoo.com

President-Elect Dick Parker 528-8272
rsparkkp47@aol.com

Past President  Michael T. Hanson 541-0272
mthanson@cal poly.edu

Rec. Secretary  Norma Wightman 772-7859
kia38@charter.net

Treasurer Jim Havlena hm 528-7965
havlenas@fix.net wk 528-6484

Chapter Stephnie Wald 489-9840

Administrator  swaldcoho@hotmail.com

CHAIRPERSONS

Programs Elaine Townsend 543-1373
etownsen@slonet.org

Field Trips Mike Stiles 528-1515
mstiles@cal poly.edu

Hospitality Linda Tanner 534-9919
Tannerland@Charter.net

Conservation MarlaMorrissey 528-4955
savedunes@aol.com  Fax 528-0641
Gale Kordowski 773-0398
gakbirds@yahoo.com

Membership Mary S. Adams 995-3741
mary @rb3.swrch.ca.gov

Education Wendi Craig 543-3868
wlcraigl@juno.com
CarolinaVan Stone 528-4271
carolina792@earthlink.net

Lands John Perkins 528-0540
TeleEar@aol.com

Publicity Ted Pope hm 545-9705
TNBPope@charter.net wk 547-0242
Fax 547-0142

Communications Dick Boyd 772-3993
boyd@poly2.utah.edu
Chris Crescioli 772-0753

happycritters@gliderpilots.org
DIRECTORSAT-LARGE

David Lawrence dlawrence@chw.edu 541-0822
Laura Brewer Ibrewer@sl cusd.org 544-0827
Phil Dean phil_slo@yahoo.com 788-0126
RARE BIRD ALERT

Morro Coast Audubon 528-7182
Monterey 831 375-9122

Northern California 415 681-7422

Los Angeles/Southern California 323 874-1318
Santa Barbara 964-8240
Pacific wildlife Care 543-WILD

PACIFIC FLYWAY is published ten times per year.
Deadline for copy submitted isthe 1 st Monday of the
Month. Printed at Hay Printing, Morro Bay, on recycled
paper. Labeled & mailed at Achievement House.
Subscriptions ar e available to non-members at $12 /yr.
Send check payableto The Morro Coast Audubon
Society, P. O. Box 160, Morro Bay, CA 93443-0160.
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Electronic Subscription

Morro Coast Audubon Society's newsletter Pacific
Flyway is available as a download on our web site,
www.gliderpilots.org/audubon. It is a PDF file, and you
must have the program Acrobat Reader in order to read it
(If you don't have the program, it is easily downloadable
for free.)
After looking at the .PDF version and If you are a
member of the Morro Coast Audubon Society or
otherwiseregularly receiving the Flyway in the mail,
and you decide that you wish to no longer receive the
printed version, and instead have the PDF version of
each issue sent to you automatically by e-mail as soon &
it is posted, e-mail Rosalie Valvo at rvalvo@slonet.org
with the name that your Flyway is mailed to. (Y our e-mai
address on the message to Rosalie will be used for the
electronic subscription). The mailing of the Flyway will
be discontinued, but your membership will not be
affected.
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CHECK IT OUT!

MCAS SUpPpPOrt Drive........ccoooveveieniencneiees page 3
General Meeting Oct 20.

Jodi Isaacs, " Bird Movementsin a Fragmented
Rain Forest Landscapein Australia.” .......... page 5

Field Trip Saturday Oct 18 Oceano Campground
F=TaTo B INF=To To o o 1R page 6

Hi Mtn Open House Saturday, Oct. 4 .......... page 7

[ OURWEBSITE
www.gliderpilots.org/audubon

The current and recent past editions
of the PACIFIC FLYWAY are

@ available as .pdf downloads at this
 site



MCASBOARD MEETING

October 6, 2003
MEGA Office near corner of 2 nd St. and Santa
Y sabel in Baywood Park. 6:45 PM. All interested
members are invited to attend the board meeting.

+ MCAS GENERAL MEETING +

October 20, 2003, 7:30 p.m.
Congregational Church, 11245 Los Osos Valley Rd.
San Luis Obispo

This month our featured speaker will be Jodi
| saacs, of the Dunes Center. She will be bringing us
" Bird Movementsin a Fragmented Rain Forest
Landscapein Australia." We have al heard about
how important it is for some species of birdsto have
large forested areas, or corridors. It will be
interesting to hear what is happening in this regard
in Australia

Invite all your friends and join us. Stay after to visit
and enjoy refreshments

Elaine Townsend, program chair 543-1373

CHRISTMASBIRD COUNT, 2003
December 20----SAVE THE DATE!

The 2003 Christmas Bird Count and annual
potluck will be held on December 20, 2003. Please
circle and save the date.

The count is conducted within a 15-mile circle,
centered at Turri and Los Osos Valley Roadsin Los
Osos. Many sighters/counters are needed to achieve
agood count and to maintain our nationally
acclaimed high standing. The count is part of a
continent-wide effort, with the published results
used to assess the distribution and population
changes of wintering birds.

The November Flyway will include enrollment
forms and more compl ete information. Non-

members are welcome to participate, but all counters
must be enrolled.

Elaine and Bert Townsend, coordinators

BIRDSAT EBB TIDE

Morro Coast Audubon invites visitors and
newcomers to our area to come to the Audubon
Overlook to enjoy the spectacle. Telescopes,
binoculars, and bird field guides are available for
your use and Audubon members will be there to help
with identification.

October
Oct 4, 12:00 noon.
Sat. Oct 18, 12:00 noon.

Sun. Oct 26, 1:30pm

The Overlook isin Baywood Park and can be
reached by turning west on Santa Y sabel-the traffic
light on South Bay Blvd., then going west to Third
Street. Turn right on Third to the end of the street,
turn right again onto a short dirt lane to the Overlook
parking area.. For further information call 772-
1413. Heavy rain cancels! Gloria Rasmussen

SECOND SATURDAY AT SWEET SPRINGS

11 Oct 2003
9:00 AM till 12:00 Noon

Come one come all to our regular Second
Saturday at Sweet Springs. We will do alittle light
work, perhaps remove the last of the veldt grass or
maybe water our thirsty little oak seedlings.
Remember that we received a matching grant from
USF&WS and our hours at Second Saturday count
as part of our contribution. We have secured some
new plants and have been waiting till the first rains
to introduce them to the preserve. If the rains have
started we just might plant them.

Meet at the main entrance to your preserve on
Ramona St. in the community of Los Osos. The
shore birds and water fowl may have returned so
bring your guide books and binoculars and we'll do
alittle birding afterwards. Perhaps the mother
mallard and her two ducklings that have been in the
pond will still be there.

Call John Perkins at 528 0540 for more
information. Rain cancels.



COMING MCASFIELD TRIP

Saturday October 18th
Oceano Campground and L agoon
8:00 am - 11:00
Leader-To be determined

Join your |leader at the entrance of the nature
trail around the Oceano Lagoon. This expanse of
willows and pines can yield many species of
migrating passerines in September and October. The
trail head is at the corner of Coolidge and Norswing
in Oceano. Coolidge is off Highway 1, just south of
Grand Ave.

Walking is moderate along level dirt paths and
asphalt roads in the campground. Call the Field
Trip Chair Mike Stiles at 528-1515 for further
information

MCASFIELD TRIP REPORT

Morro Coast Audubon held afield trip near San
Simeon Creek and the pines and riparian area east of
the campground on August 30th.

At the mouth of the creek we had Green Heron,
Red-necked Phalaropes, Semi-palmated Plovers and
other usual peeps and gulls. Labor day weekend
probably wasn't that conducive to good birding with
hordes of people walking from the campground to
the beach, some throwing rocks at the birds.

A walk back into the pine trees yielded Pygmy
Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, White-breasted Nuthatch
(heard only), Steller's Jay, and the expected
Chickadees, Bushtits, Scrub Jay, etc. One
observation of note was the compl ete absence of
warblers. We couldn't even scare up a Wilson's or
Common Y ellowthroat in the creek bed.

Out on the grassland we had Red-tailed, and
Red-shouldered Hawk, and White-tailed Kite
including at least one juvenile.

Walking back between the upper campground
and the Washburn Day Use area, we had one of the
strangest birdswe all had ever seen. At first |
thought it was some kind of kingbird, but every
feather looked worn and ratty (I first thought it was
wet, but | think it was just in very bad shape). The
underside was yellowish with black mottling (one of
the participants described it as green instead of
yellow), the head had a white hooded appearance,
and the bill waslarge and black. Then it called like a
Scrub Jay and flew away. It was very odd looking.

Mike Stiles




HI MOUNTAIN CONDOR LOOKOUT PROJECT
2ND ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE AND CAMPOUT
Saturday, October 4th, 2003
Schedule of events:

12:30pm Meet at Pozo Ranger Station. Driving directions to Pozo and Hi Mountain Lookout are given at the
website www.condorlookout.org Organize car-pooling arrangements for the drive to the lookout and designation
of parking locations and overnight camping sites.

1:30pm Hi Mountain Lookout- Los Padres National Forest, 3,180 ft. elevation
Introductions of project collaborators, agency staff and volunteers/ Overview of the Hi Mountain Lookout
Project- biological research and educational projects- and the California Condor Recovery Program

1:50pm Certificate and plague awarded by the Forest Fire Lookout Association
for inclusion in the National L ookout Register, presented by Kathy Ball, President, Buck Rock Lookout
Foundation

2:10pm Geographical landmarks and the Los Padres National Forest- a 360* view- pointed out by Kevin Cooper,
Zone Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Forest Service

2:25pm Description of biological field research projects at Hi Mountain, by Dr. Francis Villablanca, Assistant
Professor, Biological Sciences Department, Cal Poly, SLO

Report of recent wildlife sightings (bears!) observed by lookout staff and volunteers in the vicinity of Hi
Mountain

2:45pm Open House and guided 'tour' of the Hi Mountain Lookout facilities and interpretive center. Condor radio
tracking demonstrations by L ookout/USFWS staff. Visitors are encouraged to sign the guest register and sign-up
for afternoon field trips. Informational tables will be set-up outdoors by the USFWS Condor Recovery Program
and "Project Gutpile"

3:15pm Geology talk and walk led by Dr. David Chipping, Professor, Cal Poly, SLO

4:15pm Native Plant Identification and Ethnobotany walk led by Mike Foster, Forest Botanist, Mount Pinos
Ranger District, LPNF

5:15pm- 6:45pm Potluck Dinner, socializing and sunset watch

(Bring your own food, beverages, plates and utensils...side dishes or a dessert to share are encouraged)

6:45- 8:15pm Evening presentations (15-20 minute slide shows and power point presentations)
Scheduled speakers:

"An Historical Overview of the California Condor Population- 1600's to 1900's" by Jan Hamber, Santa Barbara
Museum of Natural History

"The California Condor Recovery Program” by Mike and Denise Stockton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Hopper Mountain National Wildlife Refuge

"Tracking Condor Movements by GPS Technology and An Upcoming Release of Condors at Pinnacles National
Monument" by Joe Burnett, Field Supervisor, Ventana Wilderness Society

"A History of the Hi Mountain Condor Lookout Project” by Steve Schubert, Volunteer Coordinator, Morro Coast
Audubon Society



"Biological Field Research Projects at Hi Mountain- a Multi-Y ear and Interdisciplinary-Team Approach” by the
Cal Poly student 'crew'

8:30pm- late evening Astronomy

Telescopic observations of the moon, planets, stars, nebulae and galaxies, conducted by members of the Central
Coast Astronomical Society

Note: A waiver of the Forest Service's Adventure Pass requirement will be made for those attending the Open
House event at Hi Mountain. Please do not bring dogs to the event. Chidden should be closely supervised at all
times.

Dressin layers and be prepared for variable weather conditions.

Please RSV P in advance with the number in your group planning to attend by contacting Steve Schubert at
s_schub@webtv.net or telephone # (805)528-6138

See you on the mountain!  Seve Schubert

SANDSPIT SYMBOLIC FENCE CONSTRUCTION VOLUNTEERS

Theinstallation of the rope fence marking the sensitive areas of the Sandspit was not atrivial task and involved
the hard work of many people. Thisincluded personnel from California State Parks, Plover Watch Volunteers,
Morro Bay National Estuary Program, Morro Coast Audubon Society, the US Coast Guard and the Morro Bay
Harbor Patrol. The picture below shows a group of workers from all of these organizations. They are not al
identified but MCAS members Rosalie Valvo, Dick Parker and Marla Morrissey can be recognized.

photo furnished by Vince Cicero, Hearst castle Sate Park and submitted by Marla Morrissey



ELcOME

To our newest members

Arroyo Grande
Judy Fukunaga
L os Osos
Ronald Parker
Morro Bay
Mary Reynolds
San L uis Obispo
Dan Stever
Michael Multari

WOW W

DONATIONS

The Morro Coast Audubon Society would like to
thank the following for contributions received
recently.

HI MTN CONDOR PROJECT:

From Nancy & Jack Tyner
Bill Davies

If you would like to contribute to one of our funds,
please send your check payable to: Morro Coast
Audubon Society, PO Box 160, Morro Bay, CA

93443-0160. All donations are tax deductible under,

IRS Code 501(c)(3). Thank you!
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
8 September 2003

Board members present: Dick Boyd, Laura Brewer,
Chris Crescioli,, Jim Havlena, Dave Lawrence,
MarlaMorrissey, Dick Parker, John Perkins, Ted
Pope, David Roark, Mike Stiles, Elaine Townsend,
Norma Wightman; Chpt. Adm. Stephnie Wald

Meeting called to order by President Roark. Minutes
of the August meeting were approved. The president
extended thanks to Dick Parker for chairing the
August meeting and to Stephnie for preparing the
annual report.

Treasurer’s Report The $25,000 donation
announced at the August meeting was noted.

Announcements:

= TheWildlife Society will sponsor a program
at the Morro Bay Natural History Museum
on Monday, November 24 at 7 p.m.
presented by Moose Peterson either on
shorebirds or birds of the Central Coast.
Audubon members are invited.

Committee Reports:

= Education—anew chair is needed. Wendi
will continue to help with Audubon
Adventures and will transition information
on to someone else. L ands—the Nancy
Vaughan $500 Scholarship was awarded to
Roberta Walker. Sweet Springs has been
featured in Los Osos Chamber of Commerce
publications. It was moved, seconded,
passed (MSP)that $100 be given to the
Chamber from the Sweet Springs fund. The
Overlook has extensive shrubbery on the
west which blocks the view. A craneis
needed to trim that area. Tree service will
charge $3,000 to cut, but not remove the
vegetation. Neighbors will pay half the
amount. It was MSP to expend $1,500 on
this project. It was suggested that this
become a budget line item.

= Programs—The scholarship recipient who
attended the Maine Audubon Camp has
offered to give a program.
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= Publicity—Several articles have appeared
about the scholarship, pelagic trip and
general meeting.

Old Business

= Shade-grown Coffee--A tasting at San Luis
Artist’s Gallery during their Art with Heart
event on November 15 from 2-5 p.m. was
approved. Public education on the benefits
of this coffeeis needed._Christmas Bird
County M aps—It was reported that maps
will be available online.

= Fund Raising—Dick Parker, Jim Havlena
and Mary Adams have volunteered to begin
the formation of afund raising committee.

= RareBird Phone System—Mike Stiles will
take over the phone.

= Planning retreat—A retreat will be held at
Dick Parker’s house in Los Osos on Sat.,
Feb. 28. Other—A $100 contribution was
mailed to Kara Hagedorn to cover part of the
cost of the permit for her educational hawk,
Sunshine. It was suggested she present a
program to MCAS.

New Business

= Audubon Chapter |ssuesand
Opportunities—A document was shared
from the Western Regional Director that will
attempt to develop a set of priority issues
including the dues share policy that isto be
reviewed by mid-2004. The national
organization seeks ideas about citizen
science, education and advocacy programs.

= Condor exhibit—A special photo exhibit of
the Condor Recovery Program from the
Ventana Wilderness Society will likely be
displayed at the Morro Bay Natural History
Museum in Jan/Feb. Some support funding
may be sought from MCAS to mount the
exhibit.

Norma Wightman, Recording Secretary



Eurekal

THE BIRDS OF SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY — August 2003

Sooty Shearwater — 18 Aug, an estimated 60,000 passed by Pismo Beach in a half-hour period (AS).

Ross's Goose — 15 and 26 Aug, the adult summering at Oceano County Park was reported twice during the
month (BS, DL). Two adults were present at Laguna Lake all month (mob).

Lesser Scaup — 15 Aug, afemale was present in the Oceano Lagoon (BS).

Surf Scoter — 3 Aug, 189 off Old Creek in Cayucos was more than expected in mid-summer (TE).

Lesser Yellowlegs — four were reported during the period with one at the mouth of Pismo Creek on 26 Aug
(DL) and up to three in tidal ponds near the Turri Road and South Bay Blvd intersection (AS, TC).

Wandering Tattler — 27 Aug, three were along the bluffs of Montana de Oro State Park (AS).

Red Phalarope — 31 Aug, one was in the tidal ponds near the Turri Road and South Bay Blvd intersection
(TC).

Red-necked Phalarope — above average numbers were reported along the coast. Up to 50 were present in the
tidal ponds near the Turri Road and South Bay Blvd intersection between 14 -31 Aug (MH,TE,TC), 27
were in the lagoon at Pismo Creek mouth on 14 Aug (DT), and 55 were in the San Geronimo Creek
mouth lagoon on 31 Aug (KH).

Wilson's Phalarope — three were seen along the coast with one in the tidal ponds near the Turri Road and
South Bay Blvd intersection on 24 Aug (JR) and two at the mouth of Villa Creek on 31 Aug (TC).

Ancient Murrelet — 18 Aug, one seen from shore off San Simeon must have been a summering transient as
this speciesrarely arrives from breeding sites before the end of October (MSM).

Xantus's Murrelet — 18 Aug, although rarely seen from shore, one was seen from San Simeon (MSM)

Chimney Swift — 15 Aug, one felt to be this species was with Cliff Swallows over the Oceano Lagoon (BS).

Lucy’s Warbler — 29 Aug, one was found in Spooners Cove Campground at MDOSP (AS) for only the
seventh SLO County fall record.

Townsend's Warbler — 1 Aug, afirst year / female bird was seen along West Cuesta Ridge (TC) set a new
early fall arrival date.

Tricolored Blackbird — 24 Aug, one was at the Cloisters Pond (JR) where this species bred last year.

Great-tailed Grackle — 23 Aug, a begging juvenile being fed by a female by the Mustang Water Slides at
Lopez Lake was the first confirmation of nesting at the lake (JC). 24 Aug, two females were feeding
young at the Cloisters Pond in Morro Bay (JR).

OBSERVERS: Travis Cooper, Tom Edell, Kara Hagedorn, Marlin Harms, Dave Lawrence, Jim Royer, Mike
San Miguel, Alan Schmierer, Brad Schram, Steve Schubert, Greg Smith, Mike Stiles, Don Tate and mob =

many observers. For information about birds or locations mentioned in this report, contact Tom Edell at
(805) 995-1691 or tedell @aol.com

....Tom Edell
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Morro Coast Audubon Society Membership Application
Yes, | would like to join the Morro Coast Audubon Society and the National Audubon Society, and receive the
Flyway and Audubon Magazine. Enclosed isa check payable to the NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY in the

amount of :

$15 Students/Seniors 1 $20 Introductory O ¢35 Basic(renewal) O other s -
NAME NEW MEMBER O RENEWAL O
ADDRESS PHONE

CITY STATE ZIP (E-MAIL )

Mail check and coupon to: MORRO COAST AUDUBON SOCIETY, P.O. Box 160, Morro Bay CA 93443-0160. To
check the status of your subscription or request membership changes call 1-800-274-4201.

Morro Coast Audubon Society Non-Profit Org.

P.O. Box 160 U. S. Postage

Morro Bay CA 93443-0160 PAID

Return Service Requested San Luis Obispo CA
Permit No. 26

October 2003



