








NORTH COUNTY
COMMUNITY PROGRAM

Santa Margarita Habitats
at Risk: Oaks, Birds, Grasses

and Grapes

Monday, October 22nd at 7:00pm
AARP Clubhouse, Atascadero

David Chipping, Conservation Chair of the San

Luis Obispo Native Plant Society, and Andrea Jones,
Conservation Chair of Morro Coast Audubon Society,
will present information on unique habitats in the Santa
Margarita area, focusing on grasslands, oak woodlands,
and chapparal and the unique plant and animal species
that inhabit them.

Complimentary refreshments by MCAS. The AARP
Clubhouse is located at 2848 Pismo Street, 1 block south
of the Charles Paddock Zoo entrance on Highway 41.

MCAS plans to hold at least three North County
Programs each year. If you would like to volunteer to
help with these meetings please contact Jan Surbey via a
message at (805)772-1991.
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Grasshopper Sparrow by Greg Smith

Bench Dedication to

Honor John Perkins

Saturday, October 13th, 9:30am
Sweet Springs Nature Preserve

We hope that many friends will join us for a bench
dedication in honor of long-time MCAS board member
John Perkins. Mark Dariz has donated a beautiful
redwood bench, and John Nowak will install it. The site
for the bench will be just to the right of the new bridge
after you cross it, affording a view of the pond and of
Morro Rock. For more information, call Dawn Williams
at (805)545-8412.

Don’t Miss the 2007 Audubon California Assembly:
“Global Warming and Wildlife”

Please join Audubon California at the 2007 Audubon
Assembly “Global Warming and Wildlife” to be held
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, October 7th, 8th, and 9th,
at the Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove

on the Monterey Pennisula! The Audubon California
Assembly brings together over 300 chapter leaders,
birders, scientists, volunteers, grassroots activists and
staff for three days.

Participants will have an opportunity to attend

a wonderful variety of interactive workshops on
restoration, policy and education, as well as meet
renowned speakers emphasizing the importance of
effective conservation of California’s birds, wildlife

and habitat. World-class birding, including pelagic and
condor field trips, and so much more will make the 2007
Audubon Assembly an unforgettable experience.

Featured speakers include U.S. Congressperson Hilda
Solis; John Flicker, National Audubon Society President;
Greg Butcher, National Audubon Society Director of Bird
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Conservation; and Lara Hansen, Chief Scientist, WWF
International Climate Change Program.

For over 100 years, Audubon has conserved and
restored natural ecosystems. Now we prepare to face the
challenge that warming temperatures presents to our
beloved landscapes and species. The 2007 Assembly will
examine the problems of global warming from a wildlife
and ecosystem perspective and help us understand how
global warming should affect our land management
decisions. The Assembly will spotlight climate solutions,
from conserving energy with simple changes around the
home, to reaching an 80 percent national reduction of
greenhouse gases.

To register and see a complete
schedule of all events go to
www.audubon-ca.org.



Artists and Volunteers Needed to Help Us Celebrate
Morro Coast Audubon Society’s 40th Anniversary

That’s right, it has been 40 years since the Morro Coast
Audubon Society chapter was formed with 70 founding
members. We are now over 900 members strong!

To celebrate we will be holding a 40th Anniversary
Celebration with a mixed media exhibit of bird and
habitat-related fine art by MCAS members.

We are currently looking for mixed-media fine-art pieces
featuring birds and habitat. This exhibition is open

to members of MCAS only, but everyone is invited to
attend the event on Friday, November 9th, 5-8pm.

After the successful summer “TRIPOD” Photography
Series, we are excited to be at it again. Wall space is
limited, but don’t let that contain your inspiration! The
spotlight will shine on artists who capture the diverse
variety of birds and the delicate habitats that house them
right here on the Central Coast! All media welcome.

Artists interested in exhibiting at this special month
long show and sale should e-mail Emily Jagger, Chapter
Administrator, no later than October 10th at mcas@
morrocoastaudubon.org. Be sure to include: your

contact information, a brief
biography, and photographs
of up to four works that will
be available for the exhibit
along with their dimensions
and titles.

This series will be curated
based on the volume and type
of work that is submitted.
This is not a juried show

and there is no entry fee but
space is limited. There is a
30% commission to MCAS on
all sales. We look forward to
your submissions!
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Not an artist? MCAS is also looking for a few friendly
greeters to sit the “gallery” and share information with
the public. It would be a small commitment with lots of
fun guaranteed. Volunteers are needed for 4-hour shifts
on Saturdays in November. Please e-mail us at
mcas@morrocoastaudubon.org or call (805)772-1991.

Audubon California News: Agreement Reached on
Tricolored Blackbird Conservation

An alliance of 16 leading environmental, agricultural
and government agencies and organizations have
finalized an agreement that charts a cooperative
approach for restoring the rapidly declining Tricolored
Blackbirds that are an important part of California’s
native wildlife. The agreement, hammered out over 18
months, pledges diverse interests to work together as
opposed to seeking additional regulatory protection for
this species through the Endangered Species Act.

Among the parties to the agreement: Audubon
California, California Farm Bureau, California
Cattlemen’s Association, California Department of Fish
and Game, Sustainable Conservation, University of
California, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

California is home to 95 percent of the world’s
population of Tricolored Blackbirds, and while recent
trends appear to indicate the species numbers have
stabilized at around 250,000-300,000 birds, these
numbers are far below numbers in the 1930s. They are
listed as a state species of special concern. The birds
commonly nest in silage fields, ditches and other areas
around dairy farms in the San Joaquin Valley and in
limited areas in southern California, which presents a

risk when fields
are ready for
harvest and
young birds
cannot yet fly.

“This agreement
is an important
down

payment on

the Tricolored
Blackbird’s
future,” said Graham Chisholm, Audubon California’s
Director of Conservation. “Californians have a special
responsibility to secure its future, and we’re committed
to working with farmers in the San Joaquin and
Sacramento valleys to protect this bird’s nests and
young.”

By signing the agreement, participating organizations
are committing to working together to help the
Tricolored Blackbird survive. Each organization
represents a constituency — be it advocate, land manager
or farmer — that has something significant to offer to the
effort. For more information visit www.audubon-ca.org.
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Eureka! San Luis Obispo County Rare Bird Sightings

The movement of southbound shorebirds and early
arriving passerines highlighted the month. To hear about
sightings the day they happen, join the slocobirding
listserv at Yahoo Groups.

WATERFOWL TO RAPTORS

A Brant was present on Morro Bay all month (TME).
Four introduced Mute Swans, two at WRR Aug 1-31
(TME) and two more at AWTP Aug 11-31 (MTH) are
worth tracking. Wood Ducks are rare away from the
AWTP where 40 were recorded on the 12th (MLS); other
reports were an eclipse male was at OFL on Aug 1 (MLS)
and seven (four males and three females) on Aug 5 was
the high count at WRR (TME). The OFL Canvasback
was last seen on Aug 1 (MLS). Two Eared Grebes, one
in basic and one in alternate plumage, at Cayucos on

the 26th were early fall arrivals. On Aug 13, a pair of
Western Grebe was displaying and three adult Clark’s
Grebes, one with a chick on its back, remained on nests
at Santa Margarita Lake (JS). Brandt’s Cormorant is very
rare away from saltwater which is why one at WRR on
the 26th is noteworthy (TME). Twenty-four White-faced
Ibis were seen flying over the Dalidio property southeast
of Laguna Lake on the 8th (GPS). Interesting raptor
reports included an Osprey and an adult Bald Eagle at
WRR Aug 11-12 (TME), a juvenile Northern Harrier with
parents at Arroyo de La Cruz on the 3rd (MDS), and two
immature Cooper’s Hawks in Poly Canyon on Aug 7
(MDS).

SHOREBIRDS TO MURRELETS

Small numbers of Lesser Yellowlegs show up each

fall and one was at Sweet Springs Nature Preserve on
the 5th (DV) and up to five juveniles were at the tidal
ponds along Turri Road on Aug 11-15 (TME ,MLS). On
the 24th, a Solitary Sandpiper was at a pond along
Bitterwater Road (BAB). The only reports of Ruddy
Turnstone involved a juvenile at the Estero Bluffs State
Park on Aug 11 (DML) and one seen at San Simeon
Creek on Aug 22 (MSM). Red Knots are always scarce in
migration, so three adults at Morro Bay on Aug 5 (TME),
two at AGCM on Aug 27, and a juvenile at Northpointe
Park on 30 Aug (GPS) were of interest.

Two Semipalmated Sandpipers was about average for
Aug; juveniles were recorded at the Turri Road tidal
ponds on Aug 9 (MLS) and Aug 24 (TME). Other
uncommon shorebird reports from the Turri Road tidal
ponds were a Baird’s Sandpiper on Aug 11-15 (TME), a
Pectoral Sandpiper on the 15th (MLS), and a Wilson’s
Phalarope on the 30th (GPS) with another Wilson’s on
Morro Bay off Pecho Road on Aug 22 (JSR). A worn
Boneparte’s Gull summering at the Arroyo Grande
Creek mouth had molted into fresh plumage by the 27th
(BKS). Though rare Marbled Murrelets are found along
the north coast each fall, five adults and three juveniles
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were seen north of Point Piedras Blancas Aug 3-7 (MLS)
and five individuals were observed at San Simeon Cove
Aug 22 (MSM).

OWLS TO SWALLOWS

A rare resident in southeastern SLO County, two Long-
eared Owls were found in the Temblor Range ~5 miles
north of Crocker Grade on the 6th and one was in

the southern CPNM on Aug 21 (AFS). An adult and
juvenile Vaux’s Swift flying over the AWTP Aug 12-19
strongly suggest nesting nearby (MLS,AFS); there are no
confirmed nesting records in SLO County. Southbound
Willow Flycatchers began to move through in Aug with
individuals recorded at Spooners Cove Campground
on the 25th (MLS), PSBOC on the 26th (MDS), and the
CPNM on the 29th (AFS). Two adult male and two
female/juvenile Purple Martins along the north coast
on the 7th were away from known breeding areas and
likely migrants (MLS). Well feathered Barn Swallow
nestlings at MDOSP on Aug 28 provided the county’s
latest nesting record (JLR).

WARBLERS

A crisp immature male Northern Parula at PSBOC

Aug 21-31 Aug was our first vagrant warbler of the fall
(BKS,DML). On the 29th, a male Magnolia Warbler was
also found at PSBOC (MLS), which is known to be the
county’s best vagrant trap. Early fall arrivals found at
PSBOC included a Black-throated Gray Warbler on the
22nd and a Hermit Warbler and Townsend’s Warbler
on Aug 18 (MLS). An immature female Black & White
Warbler was in the willows at the western end of Pecho
Road on Aug 30 (GPS)

ABBREVIATIONS: AWTP, Atascadero Wastewater
Treatment Plant; CPNM, Carrizo Plain National
Monument; MDOSP, Montana de Oro State Park; OFL,
Oso Flaco Lake, PSBOC, Pismo State Beach Oceano
Campground; SLO, San Luis Obispo and WRR, Whale
Rock Reservoir.

OBSERVERS: Thanks to the many birders that report
their sightings. The following people are cited above:
Bill A. Bouton, Mark P. Brown, Tom M. Edell, Michael
T. Hanson, Marlin D. Harms, Dave M. Lawrence, John
L. Roser, Mike San Miguel, Alan F. Schmierer, Brad K.
Schram, Gregory P. Smith, Maggie L. Smith, Mike D.
Stiles, Jan Surbey, Jim S. Royer, and Deb Villa.

For information about birds mentioned in this report,
consult the Morro Coast Audubon publication “The
Birds of San Luis Obispo County, California” or contact
Tom Edell at (805) 995-1691 or tedell@aol.com.

- Tom Edell



A Warm Welcome to These New MCAS Members

Arroyo Grande Cambria Nipomo
Jacquelyn R Jones Tom Sewell Sally L Bergthold
Cory Kelso Bob Wilkins Paso Robles
Gail Luske Los Osos Annamarie Sieving
Jerry Schlatter Marjory Cush Art Wilkerson
Ata.scadero Dale Moody Pismo Beach
PB(:qtrlic‘(jv Aélsotn Morro Bay Coner Howard
atric axter Ernest Bennick ; i
Joyce Tomasovich Louis V McCann San Luis Obispo
Anne Webster Ralph M Watson

By Linda'Reeller.

Morro Coast Audubon Society Membership Application

Yes, | would like to join the Morro Coast Audubon Society and the National Audubon Society,
and receive the Pacific Flyway newsletter and Audubon Magazine.

$15 Students/Seniors $20 Introductory $35 Basic (renewal)

Other (donations welcomed) $

NAME NEW MEMBER OR RENEWAL (circle one)
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

Do you wish to receive “MCAS Alert!” e-mail notifications for events?

Would you like to be contacted about MCAS volunteer opportunities?

Mail check payble to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and this form to:
MORRO COAST AUDUBON SOCIETY, P.O. Box 1507, Morro Bay CA 93443-1507.
To check the status of your subscription or request membership

changes call National Audubon at 1-800-274-4201. <73)1£H




CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Find additional information on these events inside...

6th Annual Hi Mountain California Condor Campout & Open House
Saturday, October 6th, activities throughout the day

2007 California Audubon Assembly: “Global Warming and Wildlife”
Sunday, Monday, &Tuesday, October 7th, 8th, and 9th, Asilomar

Bench Dedication to Honor John Perkins
Saturday, October 13th, 9:30am at Sweet Springs Nature Preserve

MCAS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
Burrowing Owls: An Abundant Endangered Species?
Monday, October 15th, 7pm at the South Bay Comm. Center, Los Osos

MCAS NORTH COUNTY COMMUNITY PROGRAM
Habitat at Risk: Oaks, Birds, Grasses & Grapes
Monday, October 22nd, 7pm at the AARP Clubhouse, Atascadero

MCAS FIELD TRIP to Estero Bluffs with Maggie Smith
Saturday, October 27th, 8am - noon

Morro Coast Audubon Society’s 40th Anniversary Celebration
Friday, November 9th, 5-8pm, MCAS Office in Morro Bay

Morro Coast Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1507, Morro Bay CA 93443
805-772-1991
mcas@morrocoastaudubon.org

www. morrocoastaudubon.org

MORRO COAST

AUDUBON
SOCIETY

MISSION:

To promote the
appreciation,
conservation and
restoration of
ecosystems, focusing
on the biological
diversity of birds, other
wildlife, and their
habitats, particularly in
San Luis Obispo County.
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