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MCAS adds 8 additional acres to Sweet Springs!

On July 17th, 2008, the Trust for Public Land
(TPL) transferred ownership of the East Sweet
Springs property to Morro Coast Audubon
Society, adding 8 acres to the existing 24-acre
Sweet Springs Nature Preserve. The property
rests on the shores of the Morro Bay Estuary
and will now be protected in perpetuity by
MCAS. Plans for East Sweet Springs include
coastal trail access and restoration of coastal
dune scrub habitat.

MCAS thanks the Wildlife Conservation

Board, the State Coastal Conservancy, the US
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National
Coastal Wetlands Program, and the USFWS
Section VI-Recovery Land Acquisition Program
for generously providing funding for the
acquisition. TPL and MCAS also thank the
Donovan family for their ultimate agreement
to sell the property for the benefit of the public
and wildlife.

Please plan to join us for an afternoon of
celebrating this fantastic accomplishment

East Sweet Springs Preview Party
Sunday, Sept. 21st, 2-5pm

Join us for guided tours of the new
property, birding with experts, face
painting, champagne, cake and lots
great company.

Jay Bonestell of Bonestell Studios
(www.zhibit.org/abonestell) has
generously donated an original work
(see image to the right) to be auctioned
at the party. The piece is a watercolor
painting that is matted and framed.
Thank you, Jay!

on Sunday, September 21st, 2-5pm. The
celebration will include guided tours of the new
property, birding with experts, face painting
(for the kids and kids-at-heart), champagne, a
Sweet Springs cake, snacks, and a chance to
stroll and mingle with representatives from the
funding organizations and the MCAS Board.

This event will also kick off the MCAS 2008
fund drive, offering opportunities to become

a founding member of the Sweet Springs
Circle of Friends fund, as well as well as
chances to sponsor benches, native plants and
wildflowers!

In addition to monetary donations, MCAS

is also seeking volunteers to help restore

and maintain Sweet Springs. Plan on joining
MCAS Lands Coordinator Holly Sletteland for a
special celebratory Volunteer Day on Saturday,
September 27th from 9am-noon.

~ Jan Surbey
MCAS President




FIELD TRIPS
Birding Estero Bluffs

Saturday, September 13th, 8am-noon

Meet leader Maggie Smith at the SW corner of
the Morro Bay Spencer’s Market parking lot (on
North Main Street, a few blocks north of the
Highway 41 junction). Plan to slow-walk parts
of the BIluff trail looking for rocky and sandy
shorebirds, sea ducks, terns and gulls. Fun for
birders of all experience levels. Please RSVP
to Maggie at milleniummaggs@charter.net or

call her before 8pm at 710-4356.

Pacific Wildlife Care
Saturday, September 27th, 10am-noon

Meet leader Jennifer Moonjian in front of the
Lemos Pet food store in Morro Bay (corner of
Main Street and the Highway 1 southbound on-
ramp). We will take a short tour of the Pacific
Wildlife Care facility and attend a presentation
filled with stories of the many animals
rehabilitated at PWC. Kathy Duncan of PWC will
have several of the education animals for some
hands-on fun. This is a handicap accessible
facility, but we ask that children under the age
of 16 do not attend (due to the sensitivity of
recovering animals). No birding skills required,
just a love of wildlife. PWC is always in need

of volunteers, so this would be a great way

to learn how to help. Space is limited to 15
participants. Please RSVP at jmoonjia@
gmail.com or call at 440-8224.

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Intercepting Peregrines Along

Their Great Migration
Presented by Paul Andreano & Nick Todd

Monday, September 15th

Fall Potluck 6pm - Program 7pm

SLO Botanical Garden Education Building,
in El Chorro Regional Park

An astonishing
number of Peregrine
Falcons pass through
a small strip of
Texas coastline

each spring and fall
along a spectacular
migratory path.

For over 25 years,
biologists have

been studying the movements, genetics

and behaviors of Peregrines Falcon through
trapping, marking, tracking and sampling
falcons on the beaches and wind tidal flats

of South Padre Island. Local biologists Paul
Andreano and Nick Todd are involved in this
project and will be presenting “trappers’
views” of life on South Padre Island during

fall migration, as well as a lively discussion
about the genetics and migratory patterns of
Peregrine Falcons. Bring your own place
setting and a dish to share for the potluck!
Refreshments will be provided by MCAS.

SPECIAL NORTH COUNTY COMMUNITY PROGRAM

Important Bird Areas and You Presented by Andrea Jones, IBA Director
September 29th, 7pm, at the AARP Clubhouse, 7848 Pismo Street*, Atascadero

Learn about how you can help with efforts to
protect Audubon’s important bird habitat on
the Central Coast and beyond. Andrea Jones,
Director of the Important Bird Areas Program,
has worked for Audubon since May 2006. She
previously worked as Director of the Coastal
Waterbird Program and Important Bird Areas

Program at Massachusetts Audubon for thirteen
years. Andrea currently serves as Conservation
Chair for the Morro Coast Audubon chapter.

*Pjismo Street is one block south of the
Charles Paddock Zoo entrance and the
Clubhouse is near the Pavilion.






A Story of Unexpected Adventure in Morro Bay

I had a minor adventure one morning in July,
and I learned something. My walk to the Morro
Coast Audubon Society office takes me in front
of Anthony’s, a long defunct restaurant now
owned by the City of Morro Bay. The City has
considered making a convention center out of
it, but so far it just sits. For those who don’t
know, it is on Market Street, one block up from
the Embarcadero.

My adventure began with a sighting of a baby
gull — on the sidewalk. I've never seen a live
baby gull before, but I knew it when I saw it. It
was walking on the sidewalk, limping slightly,
all by itself. An adult Western Gull landed on
the roof just above, but that could have meant
anything. Something was wrong (a baby gull
on the city sidewalk?) and I didn’t know what
to do, but I was wearing my MCAS sweatshirt,
so I felt an obligation to do something.

I continued down to the MCAS office on the
Embarcadero. I enlisted the help of Jamie
Carpenter of the Morro Bay National Estuary
Program office in trying to contact Pacific
Wildlife Care, but instead we found a box,
received coaching on bird-catching from Andrea
Jones, and jumped into the car to look for it
with intentions of bringing it directly to PWC.

We looked in every nook and cranny on the
block and found nothing. But I became
intrigued by the call of one gull on the roof over
where I had first seen the baby. It was barking
like a small guard dog, but not annoyingly.
Then a second gull started barking the same
way. Meanwhile, dozens of gulls were circling
overhead making the usual gull sounds. Jamie
said they were agitated, but I thought it was
because I was carrying a box that could have
food in it.

Finally, we ran into someone I recognized as
the manager of the Flying Dutchman on the
Embarcadero. He asked if we were looking for
a baby gull and told us he had picked it up and
tossed it back on the roof. They nest on his
building too, he said.

So I learned something. I've always wondered
where gulls nested, and it appears it's on the
rooftops just over our heads. I see plenty of
adult and immature gulls around, but had
never seen a baby. And I'd never heard that
barking call. How could I have been missing
that all these years?

~ Rosalie Valvo
MCAS Membership Chair

The Harsh Realities of Offshore Drilling

News from National Audubon Society

With the recent spike in gasoline
prices, some politicians have advocated
a reversal of the 27-year moratorium
on offshore drilling which protects most
of the nation’s coastal waters.

This proposal, if enacted, would risk
habitat destruction and potentially
devastating oil spills. All this would
be risked for oil that would not be
produced and available for another
ten to twelve years. Environmental
groups, including National Audubon
Society, are instead encouraging the
government to seek expansion of
alternative, renewable energy and
increased efficiency in existing technologies.
National Audubon Society has produced two
fact sheets with more information on the

realities of offshore drilling. Visit www.audubon.
org/campaign/energy/ to download fact sheets
and obtain more information.



Technology on Nature’s Side - Have you explored eBird?

What is eBird?

A real-time, online checklist program, eBird
has revolutionized the way that the birding
community reports and accesses information
about birds. Launched in 2002 by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon
Society, eBird provides rich data sources for
basic information on bird abundance and
distribution at a variety of spatial and temporal
scales.

eBird’s goal is to maximize the utility and
accessibility of the vast numbers of bird
observations made each year by recreational
and professional bird watchers. It is amassing
one of the largest and fastest growing
biodiversity data resources in existence. For
example, in 2006, participants reported more
than 4.3 million bird observations across North
America.

The observations of each participant join those
of others in an international network of eBird
users. eBird then shares these observations
with a global community of educators, land
managers, ornithologists, and conservation
biologists. In time these data will become the
foundation for a better understanding of bird
distribution across the western hemisphere and
beyond.

How does it work?

eBird documents the presence or absence of
species, as well as bird abundance through
checklist data. A simple and intuitive web-
interface engages tens of thousands of
participants to submit their observations or
view results via interactive queries into the
eBird database. eBird encourages users to
participate by providing Internet tools that
maintain their personal bird records and enable
them to visualize data with interactive maps,
graphs, and bar charts. A birder simply enters
when, where, and how they went birding,
then fills out a checklist of all the birds seen
and heard during the outing. eBird provides
various options for data gathering including
point counts, transects, and area searches.
Automated data quality filters developed by
regional bird experts review all submissions
before they enter the database. Local experts
review unusal records that are flagged by the
filters.

Data integration

eBird collects observations from birders
through portals managed and maintained by
local partner conservation organizations. In
this way eBird targets specific audiences with
the highest level of local expertise, promotion,
and project ownership. Portals may have a
regional focus (aVerAves, eBird Puerto Rico)
or they may have more specific goals and/or
specific methodologies (Louisiana Winter Bird
Atlas, Bird Conservation Network eBird). Each
eBird portal is fully integrated within the eBird
database and application infrastructure so
that data can be analyzed across political and
geographic boundaries. ~ www.ebird.org

Eureka! continved from page 6

bird heard at OFL on 6 Jul (MLS) and two
possible breeders at the Filipponi Ecological
Area at Lower Higuera Street on 11 Jul (AFS).
Long suspected of nesting at the Cerro Alto
Campground, four males and a female Western
Tanager there on 14 Jun (AFS) and two males
on 13 Jul (JSR) raised further suspicion, while
another in Los Osos on 7 Jul (GPS) was out of
season for the coastal lowlands. Each spring
a few Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are recorded
and this year a singing male was at OFL on 2
Jun (MLS,DGS) and another male was in See
Canyon on 9 Jun (SB). Very rare in summer,
three Pine Siskins were heard in flight over
Los Osos on 7 Jul (GPS). Three adult Nutmeg
Mannikins at Arroyo Grande on 23 Jul (SD)
provided the first report of this exotic species
in several months.

OBSERVERS: Thanks to the many birders that
report their sightings. The following people are
cited above: Nick Armstrong, Sara Bilsten, Eric
K. Brunschwiler, Joyce Cory, Sandy Danielson,
Tom M. Edell, Marlin D. Harms, Tony Kurz, Jim
S. Royer, Ron Ruppert, Alan F. Schmierer, Brad
K. Schram, Steve C. Shubert, Kathy Sharum,
Gregory P. Smith, Maggie L. Smith, Mike D.
Stiles, Doug G. Stinson, Roger H. Zachary, and
mob = many observers. For information about
birds mentioned in this report, consult the
Morro Coast Audubon publication “"The Birds of
San Luis Obispo County, California” or contact
Tom Edell at (805) 995-1691 or

tedell@aol.com Tom Edell



