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Habitat Conservation and Plover Recovery Program
During 2009, Morro Coast Audubon Society continued a partnership with Morro Bay State Parks, assisting them with running the Plover Recovery Program.  This program led a dedicated team of local volunteers as they acted as plover ambassadors on Morro Bay’s eight miles of plover nesting habitat.  During 2009 volunteers donated nearly 500 hours to help reduce human impacts on these coastal beaches by educating the public about the magnitude of conservation and the importance of protecting snowy plover’s sensitive nesting habitat.  Volunteers filled out Recreational Use Surveys to monitor type, intensity, and distribution of recreational uses at the Morro Bay plover breeding sites. Violations such as trespassing, vandalism, and dogs were reported to State Park’s personnel. Survey data was synthesized and passed on to State Parks upper management and was included in the 2009 Western Snowy Plover Report sent to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Volunteers also kept watch on plover signage and fencing and contributed to plover habitat protection during all major holidays during the plover breeding season.  Volunteers wore jackets identifying them with the program and over a 100 positive visitor contacts were made educating folks about the plover.
These Morro Bay State Park beaches are also critical summer and wintering grounds for other shorebirds on the Pacific Flyway, which include the following Audubon watch list species: Long-billed curlew, marbled godwit, sanderling, semipalmated plover, Western sandpiper, Heermann’s gull, and Elegant and Roseate tern.  These watch list shorebirds as well as many other plant and animal species greatly benefited from the management and outreach efforts that went into helping to protect the plovers. 

Program Highlights of 2009:

· Staffed an interpretive booth located at Morro Strand State Beach each Saturday from June to September.  A plover biologist, with the help of  program volunteers, contacted and educated more than 1000 beach users by explaining plover natural history and the importance of protecting nesting habitat.  A “build-a-nest” box allowed children to design their own snowy plover nest and a spotting scope was available to view snowy plovers incubating their nests. 
· Classroom lectures and interpretive walks were given to local school groups and the public.
· Another highlight of 2009 was the creation of the “dog on leash” beach map outlining Morro Bay’s dog friendly beaches and parks.  The purpose of the map is to familiarize people with the local regulations that seek to inform and educate the residents and tourists the importance of obeying the rules and regulations.  
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